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returned towards Purhnea in the late troubles. I have used all means to have
him taken, but fear he has got out of our reach. Monsr. Sinfray, late
Secretary of Chandernagore, was not so successfull with the party that he
had assembled, consisting chiefly of the French who escaped at Plassis. A
detachment I sent after them took them in the Beerboon country in their
way to Purhnea to the number of 23, among whom were 4 Company's
servants, who had given their parole at Charndernagore. This sufficiently
shews both the activity of the French in India, and the little nicety they
observe in the means of obtaining their ends.

15.   Every reflection on the state of Bengal, and of India in general,
confirms the necessity of sending out a large force.   If a sufficient number
of men cannot be embarked, small arms at least for raising suport should
not be omitted.   Ten thousand stand will hardly be sufficient for Bengal
alone.   At present we have not a spare musquet and the consumption with
the best care is always considerable in India.   A large ship of powder will
be likewise necessary hi Bengal, for I see very little prospect of a sufficiency
being made here or Indeed any that is good.

16.   I conclude the gentlemen of Calcutta will inform you what success
they have had in enlisting the men of the King's detachment; as Colonel
Adlercron's permission for their entering is but just arrived, I am unable
to give you tbe account myself, but am persuaded if the men had not been
allarmed by the late sickness not one would have refused your service.

17.   Roy Dulup is arrived within 4 miles of us, so that I may expect a
visit from him tomorrow.   The Nabob is not yet determined whether to
proceed on to Patna or not as the troubles seem entirely over.   It is not
improbable, but we may shortly receive our conge for returning, when, if I
find your affairs no longer require my stay in Bengal, I shall proceed to the
Coast flattering myself of having executed fully and to your satisfaction the
extraordinary commission I undertook.

I have the honor to remain with entire devotion and respect,

Honorable Sirs,

Your most obedient and most humble servant,
Robert Clive.

G*mp at Fettiahpoor, near RajahmaU,
23rd December 1757.
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